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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this article is to overview the occupation policy of the UN-ROK
toward North Korean territory. In particular, I'll examine the tension and discrepancy
between the 'ROK and US during the occupation era. We can find a lot of evidences
that show serious conflicts between ROK and US around the initiative of the
occupation.

After the ‘Operation Chromite’ and the ROK-UN troop’s counterattack, North
Korean army was scattered and their state system was dismantled. It was a good
opportunity to the ROK to cross the 38th parallel and to occupy the Northern part of
the peninsular. In fact, ROK army crossed the line earlier than any other UN troops
and often on the ground in the North ahead of the US troops, and, meanwhile, took
over lots of local governance. But they couldn’t have any official authority to that
area. Official authority was belonged to the UNC at first and UN Commission on the
Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea (UNCURK) later.

Officially Korean army couldn’t occupy any land at that time. Because international

society, especially US, opposed ROK's occupation and authority to the North Korea's
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territory. Although ROK asserted their privilege to. the North Korean territory
according to the UN Resclution of Dec. 12, 1948, however their efforts were
meaningless. US didn’'t want to stimulate Soviet Union and Communist China m the
occupation of North, especially the border with China and Soviet Union. Particularly
because US might need some buffer zone between the two tremendous enemies, it
needed to deal the area directly. So, US might limit the ROK's authority in the North

through the occupation policy.
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