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35) A/8752/Add.9
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US CJCS Terms of Reference for Commander UNC
19 January 1983

Subject: Terms of Reference for the commander in Chief, United Nations Command
(CINCUNC) (u)

1. (U) United Nations Security Council Resolutions of 25 June, 27 June, and 7 July
1950 (Enclosure) called upon UN members to assist the Republic of Korea (ROK) to
resist North Korean aggression, recommended those UN members providing
assistance to the ROK make their forces available to a “unified command” (not a
unified command as defined in JCS Pub 1) under the United States, requested the
United States to designate the commander of such forces, and authorized the
command to use the United Nations flag.

2. (U) MISSION

a. (U) Carry out the terms of the Armistice Agreement of 27 July 1953+ in order to
preserve peace in Korea.

b. (U) Execute functions in Korea as directed by US National Command Authorities
through the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

3. (U) Command Relations

a. (U) The Senior US Military Officer Assigned to Korea serves as Commander in
Chief, United Nations Command(CINCUNC), Commander in Chief, Combined Forces
Command(CINCCFC), and Commander, US Forces Korea(COMUSKOREA). The
missions and functions for CINCCFC are prescribed in the Terms of
Reference(TOR) for the Military Committee and ROK/US Combined Forces
Command and in US/ROK Military Committee Strategic Directive No. 1.xx The
missions and functions of COMUSKOREA are prescribed by CINCPAC.

b. (U) CINCUNC has exclusive authority for the maintenance of the Armistice
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which includes the responsibility to insure compliance with the Armistice
Agreement. To that end, he has authority to issue Armistice-related directives and
establish procedures to insure the Armistice Agreement is observed by all US,
ROK, and UNC military forces operating on the Korean Peninsula and contiguous
waters.

c. (U) In accordance with the TOR for the Military Committee and ROK/US
Combined Forces Command, CINCCFC will comply with Armistice Affairs Directives
of CINCUNC and will support CINCUNC, with combat forces if necessary, in
response to Armistice violations by the opposing side.

4. (U) Functions

a. (U) Exercise operational control over all forces assigned to the United Nations
Command.

b. (U) Enforce the terms of the Armistice Agreement.

c. (U) Develop and promulgate Armistice-related rules of engagement for all
military forces (UNC/CFC/US/ROK) in the ROK in order to maintain the terms of
the Armistice Agreement.

d. (U) When made available, assign third country (non ROK or US) forces to a
UNC component command and, if necessary, attach them to appropriate US
military units.

e. (U) In the event hostilities are resumed, employ UNC forces, maintaining UNC
and CFC as separate legal and military entities.

f. (U) In the event hostilities are resumed, insure the evacuation from the Joint
Security Area of the UNC Component of the Military Armistice
Commission,(UNCMAC), the UNCMAC Secretariat, the Swiss and Swedish
Delegations of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission, and the UNC Support
Group-JSA.

g. (U) Conduct liaison through HQ UNC (REAR) with UN foreign liaison personnel
in Japan and with the Government of Japan.

5. (U) Support : The United States Army is executive agent*** for administrative
and logistical support for Headquarters, UNC; the UNC Liaison Groups; and the
Swiss and Swedish Delegations of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission.

6. (U) Channels of Communication :

a. (U) Directives from the US Government, acting pursuant to Untied Nations
Security Council resolutions, to the United Nations Command will be transmitted by
the secretary of Defense through the Joint Chiefs of Staff, keeping CINCPAC
informed.

b. (U) CINCUNC will communicate directly with the Joint Chiefs of Staff on matters
concerning planning for accomplishment of assigned tasks, strategic direction and
guidance, operational control of forces, and the conduct of combat operations.
Concurrently, Commander in Chief, Pacific will be kept informed.

c. (U) CINCUNC may coordinate administrative and logistical support matters
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directly with commanding General, Eighth US Army.

7. (U) This memorandum supersedes Joint Chief of Staff 108-73 of 11 April 1973.
For the Joint Chiefs of Staff;

Attachment : a/s

Reference :

* Agreement between the commander-in-chief, United Nations Command, on the
one hand, and the Supreme Commander of the Korean People’s Army/Commander
of the Chinese People's Volunteers, on the other hand, concerning a Military
Armistice in Korea, 27 July 1953, and Subsequent Agreements.

** Terms of Reference for the Military Committee and ROK/US Combined Forces
Command, 16 August 1978 and US/ROK Military Committee Strategic Directive 1,
28 July 1978.

x+*x Memorandum by the ASD(Comptroller), 16 June 1975, “Executive Agent
Responsibilities for the United Nations Command/US Forces Korea/Eighth US Army
Headquarters
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